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riven Eby an impelling spiritual 
, you seek out a church and 
fo a service there. You are a 
In ger, but you hope, above all 
that you will not be conspicu- 
vo strange. You are so easily 
arrassed over little things that 
channel for your spiritual help 
be blocked by your least breach 
he service routine. 

eiekior of music announces a 
a -and you stare at two differ- 
nn books in the rack in front 


. If you reach for the wrong’ 


= el brand yourself as a 


hete is a hymn with the con- 
ation on standing. The program 
ite a prayer following this 
ial . Do you remain standing for 
p: rayer or not? Is the congrega- 
“supposed to join the choir in 


respo se? é 


rch services are so different 
) anything else that the unac- 
a — feels quite at a loss. Even 
are a regular attendant of 
own, church, you may feel 
rtain in a church of another de- 
Sion -or even a church of 
own denomination in another 


is 
he : 


DU Perish intensely that church 


h e would realize that strangers 
lent venture into unknown 
~ J < 


churches out of need for friendli- 
ness. Friendliness you can get in 
other places, but you do not know 
where else to go to seek God. Spir- 
itual need is, in most cases, the only 
force strong enough to drive a per- 
sen into the stronghold of another’s 
church. Sometimes the burden of 
your inner problem, is so great that 
you do not want the chit-chat of 
friendly greetings. You want to slip 
in and out unaccosted. If you give 
indication by your manner that you 
do not want to be made over, you 
feel it is a personal infringement for 
someone to stand blocking your 
way, insisting that you shake hands, 
or for someone to run clear across 
the church or follow you outside to 
“welcome” you. You tell yourself 
that the custom of having visitors 
stand to be welcomed is meant to 
be kindly, but you hate it and may 
wish you had never come. By con- 
trast, you recall an unknown wor- 
shiper you once sat by, who really 
seemed to share the service with 
you By a tiny gesture, she indicat- 
ed that one of the two hymn books 
in the rack was for you, as she 
took one herself. And as you sat 
there, you felt she was praying 
for you. 


For you, this going to church at 
all may be such a tentative, out-of- 
character venture that you would 
just as soon no one you know sees 


you to make remarks about it after- 
wards. So you resent the effusive 
lady at the door who practically 
asks all your vital statistics and. 
church history. Yet you do appre- 
ciate the pleasant-faced usher who 


steps forward just at the moment — 


to save you the embarrassment of 
finding a place to sit. 


“How far down would you like to 
sit?” Quite different was the usher 
in a crowded church when you 
were late. 
apology he marched you down front 


as if that was your just punishment — 
for being late. You wondered in — 
agony if your clothes were right or 
whether you would make any slip 
in the service routine, sitting where — 


everyone could see you. 


You bless the church whose order EY 


of service bulletin helps you. If 


there is not a printed order of serv-— . 


ice, the leader can say, orally, the 
things that will help a stranger in- 
conspicuously. 


All these little things give mean- _ . 


ing to a notice on the bulletin board, 
“Strangers Welcome,” and on the 
printed order of service, 
glad to have visitors worship with 


us.” 


If, by luck or help, you manage 


to fit yourself into the particular 


order of service of a strange church 


without a hitch, you may find the 
moment.of quiet, the faith shown in 


prayer or hymn, a thought in Scrip- 


ture or sermon, the touch of God to 
answer your spritual need of that 
hour. If so, that church has served 
the stranger within her gates. 


—Watchman-Examiner 


You are © 
grateful for his quiet asking, © 


Without warning or 


“We are 
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News and Notes 


Mr. V. E. Thoren, 


Developer- 
Director for the Southland Home 
for the Aged, Norwalk, Calif. 


SOUTHLAND LUTHERAN HOME 
FOR AGED TAKES MAJOR STEP 
IN DEVELOPMENT 
For several years the half dozen 
UELC congregations of Southern Cali- 
fornia have been planning the build- 
ing of a beautiful and spacious home 
for elderly people. Their efforts re- 
sulted in the purchase of two acres 
of Jand in Norwalk, California and 

liquid assets close to $15,000.00. 

When merger of the United Evang. 
Lutheran Church, The Evang. Luther- 
an Church and the American Lutheran 
Church became a certainty, invitation 
was extended to the California District 
of the ALC to share in the project 
because they have no home for the 
elderly in the area either. The A- 
merican Lutherans accepted the in- 
vitation and are now represented on 
the Board of Directors. 

With the cementing of this new re- 
lationship the joint UELC-ALC board 
is taking a bold new step. Mr. V. E. 
Thoren of Puyallup, Washington has 
been called as DEVELOPER-DIRECT- 
OR of Southland Lutheran Home For 
the Aged. Mr. Thoren has accepted 
the call and will be installed in office 
at Olivet Lutheran Church, Inglewood, 
California March 2, 1958 at 3:00 P.M. 
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Pastor J. M. Girtz, V. Pres. of the 
UELC will be liturgist, while Dr. 
Walter Hellman, president of the 
Calif. District of the ALC, will preach 
the sermon. All interested persons of 
the southland, regardless of synod, are 
cordially invited to share in the in- 
stallation service. 

Mr. Thoren comes to his new post 
with many years of experience in the 
welfare and institutional fields. Un- 
til accepting the Southland call he 
was Ex. Director of the Lutheran 
Welfare Society of Washington State, 
and Superintendent of the Lutheran 
Home at Puyallup, Washington. Lu- 
theran Congregations of the UELC 
and ALC in the Southland will certain- 
ly be seeing and hearing much about 
the Southland Lutheran Home for the 
Aged in the months just ahead. The 
Board of directors hopes to get the 
home built and into operation as soon 
as possible. 


The Parochial Blanks were sent out 
to all parish pastors, also to secre- 
taries of vacant congregations January 
20th. If any of you have not yet 
received yours, kindly let Lutheran 
Publ. House Office, Blair, Nebr., know 
and others will be forwarded. Your 
Statistician will be on a vacation trip 
to the West Coast and Montana during 
February. However, the filled out re- 
ports will be taken care of at my of- 
fice. Just send them in — before 
March Ist! 

P. C. Jensen 


Sidney, Mont. Stanley Larsen, pas- 
tor. Plans are underway for the 50th 
Anniversary celebration of the Pella 
Lutheran Church at Sidney, Montana. 
A series of meetings from February 
23 to 26th with former pastors and 
district pastors as guest speakers and 
an Anniversary Dinner on the evening 
of February 26th will high light the 
observance. 

The Congregation takes this means 
of extending a cordial invitation to 
former members and also friends to 
attend these meetings and Anniver- 
sary Dinner. 


Pewaukee, Wisconsin. The Galilee 
Lutheran Church, a Home Mission 
congregation of the Wisconsin district 


ligious News Service, and 


1 communications pertaining to the Business Department. souin te Peerpptart ene ee remittances, o 


Much of our news is weceived from Re- 


s the N 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Coctetl Saint 


per year in advance; forei countries, 
ed should be sent to the eainte at Soe 1 


February 3, 1 


will dedicate their new buildi 
Sunday, February 2nd, at 3 PR 
William Larsen will officiate. 


Ground was broken for the chi 
on June 20, 1957 and the first ser 
was held on Christmas Eve. ~ 
church was completed at a Cosi 
$172,000.00. It has seating for 
persons in the pews in the na 
large fellowship hall, and chur 
fices are included in the buile 
Future plans are laid for a two-s 
educational unit. Pastor LeRoy, 
Andersen, the congregation’s first 
tor, was installed 3 years ago. ~ 

Friends are invited to take par 
the dedication service. There will 
so be a special evening service 
13302 EM: f 


Kansas City, Kans. Sunday. 
19th was a festive occasion for W 
wood Lutheran Church. On that 
the members of the congregation 1 
ed to honor the Golden Wedding: 
niversary of Laurits and Anna Pé 
sen who were the 3rd couple tc 
united in Holy Matrimony in the 
gregation. i 

The service, 50 years ago, wa S 
ducted by our first Pastor and fo. 
er of the congregation in Kansas ¢ 
Rev. Carl Wilhelmsen, so it was fit 
that the anniversary program” 
initiated by his daughter, Mrs. - 
Andersen and the master of cere 
nies, his son Hans Wilhelmsen | 
have continued active in the 
of the church. : 


Following the regular service 
which time Pastor Paulsen — 
briefly of the ideal family life | 
Petersens, and in the general 
asked God’s blessing on the 
sens, all adjourned to the chur 
lors where a delicious dinne 
been prepared and served by 
dies of the Dorcas Society. © 
this appropriate songs were 
and congratulatory messages gi 
Pastor Paulsen, Hans Wilhelmsen 
others, also letters read from sev 
who by reason of distance were: 
able to attend. Mr. and Mrs. Pete 
have been blessed with five ch 1 
and eight grandchildren, all 1 
and most of them present. 


Friends presented them with 
and flowers in addition to a sur 
$200.00 for the purpose of a Gc 
Wedding honeymoon. | 


JOHN M. JENSEN, Edi 
. 8th Street 
Spencer, Iowa 


e Lutheran Publishing 


itorials and Comments 


‘ YOUR PASTOR TO BE A GOOD LEADER 


regations must be led. The pastor is called by 
nd by the congregation to be the leader. He is 
ant. He is not the servant of the congregation in 
ordinary sense, He is God’s servant in the congre- 
on. He is a frail human being with a great respon- 
y placed- upon him by God. He often performs 
ninistry with fear and trembling. He gets down- 
ed more often than the members know. For he 
lonely man in many ways. When he gets the “blues” 
finds strength and help in the Bible and in prayer. 
examines himself and his motives. For he cannot 
y work without a good conscience. But when he 
a good conscience, he serves with boldness. There 
‘be some opposition here and some dissatisfaction 
e. But the pastor does not let that influence him. 
is called to serve all with the same gospel and with 
same spirit. . 
ut the minister is a man who is constantly in need 
f prayer. Members who pray for the pastor will find 
they will be spiritually blessed. His sermons will 
st to mean more to them. 
is also a man, who needs encouragement from 
members. It is a great help to him, when they 
ow him that they appreciate him. This appreciation 
not be in gifts, but a word of encouragement now 
then will help him over many rough places. 
E The Pastor’s Problems Are Many 
en pastors get together they naturally talk about 


; ‘had an article in which one pastor writes to 
pastors. Here are some quotations from his 


the minister is to serve wisely, he must survey the 
potential of Christian service; he must analyze and 
uate the various programs that are offered to his 
le, comparing their urgency and their importance in 
otal advancement of the Kingdom. He must consid- 
oY them earnestly in relation to his congregation’s obli- 
a, ability, and readiness for each task proposed. 

e Christian pastor must carefully balance his pro- 


d spiritual leader of the congregation, he must 
a Mee total yee offered Py. association 
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complishment in the Kingdom. : 

“Various problems plague the pastor in the dischareet : 
of these responsibilities: 

“Specialization. In an age that boasts of its devicop am 
ment of specialists, the pastor, too, may be tempted toe & 
become a specialist in a particular area of Christian 
service. But he must not assume that all the people he 
serves have the same interests or talents or opportuni 
ties as he. The congregation is not a tool for the de 
velopment of the pastor’s capacities; the pastor is the 
agent in the promotion of the congregation’s service 
to the Lord. A pastor may assert particular gifts and 
interests, but his primary specialty must be service t 
the Christans who have called him to give them spirit 
jal direction in every area of their life. 

“Pressure groups. As the service of the church 
become more comprehensive and more complex, it 
become necessary to delegate responsibilities to vario 
groups who can concentrate on the development — 
specific programs or policies in the church. But t 
Kingdom will not be served if we break it up into | 
kingdoms, warring against one another for adva: 
ment and prestige and influence. 

“Officials and boards selected to represent conan 
tions in the development of particular fields ought 
ways remember their first loyalty is to the Lord ar 
to His total purpose and program among men; 
second responsibility is to the congregations and to 
members whom they have been called te serve; 
their third is to the specific plans and program w. 
they have developed. A board that has grown touchy 
about criticism or which shows an unwillingness to 1. 
low a thorough study of its suggestions, has probably 
forgotten its original assignment and responsibility. 

“Human nature persists in Christians, and the p. 
must be conscious of the frailty of men that leads t 
to believe the work they are doing and the plans ' 
have formulated are the world’s and the church’s r 
important! He must sift suggestions and recommenda : 
tions carefully before he throws the full weight of his 
support to specific programs and plans. 4 

Overestimation or underestimation of the congrega- 
tion. The congregation as a whole will not be as quic. ag 
to grasp plans, or to grow enthusiastic, or to undertake 
wholehearted service as its leadership. The pastor m 
not be misled by the fervor of the upper 5-10%. 
serves also the 90-95% who are slower, who aa 
patient encouragement and planned enlightenment. — 

“But a congregation is not as slow as its lower 30% To 
either—and the pastor dare not use them as the stan: 
ard of his congregation’s ability or grasp of the si 
tion. No leader will want to stifle the enthusiasm or iS 
gressiveness of his more consecrated people .. . not i é 
their eas and efforts can be channeled into positive 
service.’ a: 

Thus one pastor spoke to a number of other pastors. 
It seems to us his counsel is wise. The good church 
member will understand this and be more appreciati 
of his pastor’s efforts. Yes, he will encourage him more 
and pray more for him, because he understands, a 


PN a ey hyn Orage ee 
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: Church News from here and there 


- RELIGIOUS LITERATURE 
WITHHELD FROM LUTHERANS 


IN SIBERIA 


‘Religious books and literature sent 
to Lutheran congregations in Siberia 
from West Germany are no longer 
reaching the addressees, Protestant 
sources in West Germany reported. 


o 


; They said the material had been 
sent to Siberia in great quantities dur- 
- ing the past several months, but let- 
ters from the addressees have com- 
plained they have stopped getting it. 


a The sources said the letters reported 
_ that Soviet authorities have mean- 
- while distributed to the former re- 
- cipients a list of other German pub- 
_ lications to which they may subscribe. 
The publications, they said, range 
* trom the Communist Party organ, 
Neues Deutschland, to East German 
ports magazines, and do not include 
Asan publications. 
_ According to the Protestant sources, 
the ‘complaints from the Siberian con- 
Be eations came only a few months 
after Hilfswerk, welfare agency of 
the Evangelical ‘Church in Germany, 
had announced a flood of letters from 
_the Lutheran groups acknowledging 
_ shipments of Bibles and religious lit- 
erature and asking for more. The 
4 shipments were sent by friends and 
relatives of the Siberian Lutherans 
_ through the Hilfswerk. 


_ The letters, the Protestant sources 
_ said, confirmed that thousands of Lu- 
a _theran families, formerly living on 
the Volga River and in the Caucasus 
- Mountains and other regions of Russia, 
had maintained a church life despite 
4 heir isolation and distress of the past 
ea years. 


i. There are an estimated one million 
sons of German ethnic origin in 


p their Lutheran tradition, the sourc- 
_ es explained. They said that as a re- 
_ sult of the Soviet government’s am- 
-nesty laws of 1955 which restored 
ir civic rights and granted them 
religious freedom, the Lutherans in 
- Siberia are now able to develop their 
church life more freely. 


Last August, the sources said, Pas- 
xr Eugen Bachmann of Akmolinsk, 
Siberia, reported that the local 
heran parish had been officially 
sgistered by the Soviet authorities 
and he himself had received State 
recognition as pastor of the congre- 
- gation 


eria and many of them have kept ° 


The Lutheran Church in Russia was 
forcibly dissolved in 1938 and most 
of its members imprisoned or forced 
to scatter over the country. First re- 
ports on the Lutheran groups came 
from returning prisoners of war re- 
patriated from the Soviet Union early 
in 1956. The POWs said some Lu- 
theran groups in Russia had preserved 
their tradition and faith by meeting 
and holding services in private rooms 
and cellars. 


At the turn of the century, the Rus- 
sian Lutheran Church consisted of 
five districts. Three of them compris- 
ed what later became the Baltic 
States, while two—St. Petersburg and 
Moscow—covered the area of Russia 
proper. The Moscow district was the 
biggest Lutheran district in the world, 
covering an area of millions of square 
miles and including the whole of Cen- 
tral, Eastern and Asiatic Russia. The 
Church’s last bishop, Dr. Malmgren, 
was expelled in 1935 and died in 1946 
at Leipzig, in the Soviet Zone of 
Germany. 


LUTHERANS REPORT ON 
1957 CLOTHING COLLECTION 


A total of 2,463,189 pounds of cloth- 
ing for overseas needy was collected 
by United States Lutherans in re- 
sponse to the 1957 Thanksgiving 
Clothing Appeal of Lutheran World 
Relief, it was announced at New York. 


Bernard A. Confer, executive sec- 
retary of LWR, said the amount was 
about 13 per cent below the 1956 
figure of 2,847,313 pounds, but well 


above the average year. He said add- - 


ed impetus was given to the 1956 drive 
because of the anti-Soviet abortive re- 


volt in Hungary in October of that 
year. 


The relief agency serves the eight- 
member Church bodies of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council and_ the 
Board of World Relief of the Luther- 
an Church-Missouri Synod. 


EAST GERMAN CDU URGES 
‘NORMAL’ CHURCH-STATE 
RELATIONS 


A statement urging Churches in 
East Germany to do everything pos- 
sible to establish “normal relations” 
with the government was adopted at 
a conference of the Christian Demo- 


cratic Union of the Soviet Zone held 
at Leipzig. 


- Germany, urged Catholics to halt 


The East German CDU, ori 
a branch of the West German |] 
of the same name headed by Chi 
lor Konrad Adenauer, is primarily 
organization which attempts to ra 
Soviet Zone Christians belitia t 
Communist program. 


The statement said the Church a 
should “adopt a positive attitu J 
ward government policies” in t 
Soviet Zone. . ie 


“We Christians,” it said “must 1 
tolerate having the values of © 
Faith continuously misused for e2 
bellishing un-Christian policies.” | 


GERMAN BISHOPS ASSAIL — 
‘FLOOD’ OF MIXED MARRIAGE! 


The German Roman Catholic | 
archy, in a joint pastoral letter 
in churches throughout East and 


“Flood” 


of mixed marriages in th 
country. - 4 


It stressed that those who wa 
gainst mixed marriage do not di: 
Protestant-Catholic relations in — 
many, since non-Catholic bodies 
are worried about such unions 
feel that marriage “is not a 4 
basis for a meeting of the confessi 


The pastoral said it was not int 
ed for those already living in 
marriage but for those “who 
at the door of such a marriag 
have growing children.” F 

“Those living in mixed marri 
it said, “suffer more than other 
the plight of a divided faith, 
even more than they are able to 
Warnings against mixed ma 
help guard against such distress ai 
the conscientious conflicts in 
and thus serve religious peace.” 


The pastoral said that relis 
mong spouses of the same fa 
strong tie of harmony, happi 
comfort, but in mixed unions it 
source of discord and disturbe 


It warned that statistics st 
divorces occur much more 
in mixed marriages and tha 
so “bring unrest into the 
children, more than half of 
become lost to the Church.” __ 


“As a rule,” the pastoral s 
third generation followin 
marriage is no longer Ca 


The bishops urged pare 
tion their children — aga 
ae wits Fs peo 


deprive them of clearness of 
tht and drive them into self- 
tion.” 

It is only with painful tolerance 
t the Church allows mixed mar- 
ges at all, since otherwise the situ- 
mn would get even worse,” the 
a declared. 


LIGIOUS ISSUE RAISED 
tential Roman Catholic candidates 
President or Vice President of 
_U. S. should publicly state their 
ws on state-church ties, a state- 
nt issued by officers of POAU this 
nth declared. Such candidates 
uld announce their attitude on a 
man Catholic “boycott” of public 
Ools, proposals for using public 
ds to aid sectarian schools, and 
ointment of a U. S. ambassador 
the Vatican. - 

whe organization denied any anti- 
hholic bias in its request, saying 
| “millions of American Catholics 
in complete agreement on matters 
church-state separation with their 
Ww citizens of other faiths.” It 
led, however, that some Roman 
holic leaders have advocated grant- 
‘public funds to parochial schools 
have favored the Vatican em- 
sy. 
fficials of the organizations said 
sible Roman Catholic candidates in 
might be Senator John F. Ken- 
y of Massachusetts or General 
red M. Gruenther, former Supreme 
ied Commander in Europe who 
y is president of the American Red 
ss. General Gruenther has called 
nors about his political ambitions 
ntastic.” 


coRD CHURCH 

NSTRUCTION IN 1957 
Vashington, D. C. (RNS)—Church 
struction set an all-time record in 
7, with $868,000,000 of new build- 
put in place by America’s church- 
and synagogues, the Departments 
Commerce and Labor reported here. 
"he new record surpassed the old, 
“in 1956, by exactly $100,000,000. 


thurch construction reached a new 


1 for the month of December, to- 
ng $74,000,000, an increase of $3,- 
000 over the mark established in 
sember, 1956. 

‘onstruction by private schools and 
leges, many of which are church- 
ated, dropped three per cent in 
but still topped half a billion 
ars, the government report said. 
construction by the nonpublic 
91 system totaled $519,000,000, 
ared with 536,000,000 in 1956. In 
ber construction totaled $44,000,- 
some $2,000,000 less than the same 
h a year ago. 
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COLO. LEGISLATURE URGED TO 
MAKE MARRIAGE COUNSELING 
COMPULSORY 

In a move favored by Colorado re- 
ligious groups, Gov. Steve McNichols 
asked the state legislature to con- 
sider making counseling of couples 
before marriage compulsory. 

“Perhaps,” he said in his message 
to the opening session of the legis- 
lature, “we would give the couples 
who are not suited to each other more 
time to discover that fact before it 
was too late.” 

However, he suggested that the law- 
makers may prefer to set up a com- 
mittee to study the matter further and 
to defer legislation until 1959. 


Governor MecNichols last year veto- 
ed a divorce bill which did not make 
counseling mandatory. Church groups 
had recommended the veto. 


CBC MUST STAND TRIAL 
FOR SUNDAY WORK 
The Canadian Broadcasting Compa- 
ny lost its bid to avoid standing trial 
at Toronto, Ont. for alleged violation 
of the Lord’s Day Act of Canada. 
The Ontario Appeal Court ruled 
3 to 2 that the CBC must stand trial 


THE WRESTLER 


“A VITAL REVIVAL” 

“Before you -can tithe you must 
know what the most important thing 
is in your life.’ This is one of the 
several pungent quotes in the Chris- 
tian Herald condensed article in the 
January, 1958 Reader’s Digest, entitled 
“Modern Tithing—A Vital Revival.” 

The quotation is. from a housewife 
who had discovered what it means 
to tithe by experience. Her statement 
suggests that there had been some 
wrestling with the question of tithing. 
She had asked, “Do I have to tithe?” 
‘Ts it a law?” “Can I be saved with- 
out tithing?” or “Is salvation not by 
faith, and not by tithing?” Other 
questions raised by the wrestler when 
he is faced with the tithe could be 
added to this list. 

The Digest article is a story of the 
“new life’ which came into a group 
of churches as a result of tithing. 
It was one way of planning how much 
they were going to give to the church. 
The tithe is that. To tithe is to plan 
what you will give to God and His 
Church. A church member cannot 
tithe unless he plans, and usually will 
tithe if he will plan his giving. Here- 
in lies the heart of the problem. 
Planning! r Cf 

The plan used in the Michigan 
churches defined the tithe specifically. 
Tithers were told that the “tenth” 
was to be applied to income after 


5 


on a charge of putting its staff to 
work on Sundays despite the com- 
pany’s appeal that, as a government- 
owned firm, it was an agent of the 
Queen and “the Queen can do no 
wrong.” 

Also to be tried on similar charges 
are three Toronto newspapers and a 
Toronto radio station, CKEY. 


Three judges of the Appeal Court 


said the CBC was bound by the Lord’s 
Day Act of 1906 which forbids Sun- 
day work except that “of necessity.” 
The other two disagreed and said 
that revision of the act might now 
be in the public interest. 


Attorney General Kelso Roberts of 


Ontario filed the charges against the | | 


five defendants last March following 
publication by one of the newspapers, 


the Toronto Telegram, of a Sunday 


edition. The edition was suspended 
due to what the publisher called “dis- 
appointing circulation.” 

Also charged are the Toronto Star 
and the Toronto Globe and Mail. 

Although the Lord’s Day Act is a 
federal statute, each of the ten prov- 
inces has power to legislate excep- 
tions to it. 


By S. T. Eward 


* 


taxes; not to gross income. They 
were also told that they could give 
half of the tithe to their own church 


and half to other benevolences, non- — 


church. To encourage as many as pos- 
sible, those who still were reluctant, 


were encouraged to begin with less © 
than ten percent and work up to the © 


full tenth. 

The important undergirding princi- 
ple in this was to encourage people 
to plan! 
that the reason for failures to give 
more to the church was the failure 
to plan ahead. 


Reprints of the article are avail-_ 


able (Postpaid) at $10.00 per 500 or 
$17.00 per 1000, from The Reader’s 
Digest, Pleasantville, N. Y. 


One of the significant results of — 


the tithing reported was that persons 


who tithe change their attitude to the © 
church and their relationship to the 
church. Some said “It has made the 


church a part of us.” 


One of the reasons for having a 
stewardship committee in each parish 
is to help the members plan their 
giving and their serving. This they 
do through education about the na- 
ture and importance of the work of 
the church and by confronting mem- 
bers with pledge cards on which they 
may commit themselves in writing. 
This is planning! 
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“A glimpse within the prison 
: What 
Am 
i 
Fighting 


For? 


pack the Shenae air like 
» command of a drill ser- 


on. here; eee a ian 
1 and then another and 
And then the guard of 
slock called out: “All who’s 


A 


om fall out!” 


d talked with the Chaplain 
days before, and after a 


attend Chapel for the first 
his life. As he stood there 


Ss was just too much for Joe, 
1e returned to his cell—confus- 
ed and embittered. When he had 
talked with the Chaplain, he had 
n imbued with a willingness to 
for what was right—he didn’t 
- why—not then, and surely 
w. So he asked himself the 
ion as he stood there in his 


cell. “Just what am I fighting for? 
For the salvation of my soul? My 
mind? For the winning of a toler- 
ance and compassion that doesn’t 
exist?” It was no use. No one 
cared, anyway. That was it. No 
one cared. 

A few years back, Joe was a 
young man who had finished high 
school, not on the honor list, but 
an average student. Upon comple- 
tion of his studies he had obtained 
employment in one of the many 
factories of the city. One night Joe 
met a group of men who were go- 


ing out on the town. 


“Come on, Joe, ‘be one of us to- 
night,” said Tracy. “We'll have 
some fun, go places and do things.” 

So Joe went out, did things and 
went places, and the last place he 
went that night was to jail. When 
he came to he was in the county 
jail, his face and hands caked with 
blood and his head feeling twice 
its normal size. What had happened? 
Joe was soon to learn, because a 
key turned in his cell lock and a 
well-dressed man stepped through. 
He was a lawyer. 

Joe had gone with his friends 
from bar to bar, and someone had 
dared the gang to rob a safe in a 
large wholesale warehouse. The job 
was done, but Joe was slow in get- 
ting out. His attorney told him not 
to worry, and especially not to say 
anything to anyone. This was Joe’s 
start on his way to prison, unknown 
to him but a sure thing from the 
standpoint of the District Attorney. 
Joe was duly sentenced to a term 
of from five to fifteen years and 
became just one of the many thou- 
sands of men who are serving time 
for a mistake, either wilfully, or, 
as in Joe’s case, unthinkingly. 

In the long hours that are spent 
alone in a cell, separated from fami- 
ly and friends, from society as a 
whole, disarranged thoughts become 
man’s worst enemy, and once al- 
lowed to seep in and become the 
order of thinking it is a most dif- 
ficult thing to correct. Why are our 
mental wards jammed with patients 


today? Why are our prisons filled _ 


= ee oe 


Pastor LeVine is chap 
State House of Correc 


chaplain August 1, 1957. 


built, larger each time? Where | 
the end to be? What can be don 
to correct this situation? — 
Joe was not a member 
church, nor did he attend before 
entered prison. Spiritual in 
was also absent from his li 
prison. But someone had sugges 
to ee that BS see his Ch 


‘ellowed ioe ane t 
the love of God, eae: 


ian a purpose fon at exis 
The Chaplain cam do a fin af 


bout new tensions ae 
others who are not in the 
stances, who do. not h 
the jibes of. one’s fellow 
their leanings toward Spirit 
fort, toward a faith. So J 
confusion forgot, or disc 
counseling of his Chapl: 
the essence, eestor S 


is ane and fhe mind 

The Chaplain of a Pp 
fronted with many sx 
Time and time again 
men are willing to ¢ 


other: or even t ; 
become a forgotten 
aumber of inter 


> American 


e 


theran Church 


a pictures on this page give a 
glimpse of some of the men at 
g in producing the plan of the 
church. The whole plan will be 
he press late this month. That 
feaders may get an idea of the 
lation of this new church, we 
nt the first four articles of the 
itution. 


e Name of the Father and of the 
and. of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


PREAMBLE 


confident reliance upon the Holy 
t by whom we are drawn to 
and to one another; believing 
1€ holy, universal, and apostolic 
ch of which Jesus Christ is the 
; mindful of our own inadequacy, 
with unwavering conviction con- 
ng the destiny and duty of the 
ch: We, the congregations which 
ove this Constitution, in order 
rve more effectively the Triune 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, do 
nter into this fellowship to ex- 
the unity of faith which exists 
ig us, and we dedicate ourselves 
_to proclaim in word and deed, 
lis continent and throughout the 
i, the Gospel of forgiveness and 
everlasting through Jesus Christ 
Lord. 


Tr 
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; Article I NAME 


é name of this Church shall be 
American Lutheran Church. 


Article I1 HEADQUARTERS 

e headquarters and principal 
.of business of The American Lu- 
m Church shall be Minneapolis, 


° 
J 


_ Article I PURPOSE 


tion 1. The American Lutheran 
ch, a union of congregations to 
h the Gospel of reconciliation has 
‘given, seeks to focus and co-or- 
the purposes and resources of 
congregations to the end that 
[riune God may be more fully 
© among men through a faithful 
try of Word and Sacrament. The 
ican Lutheran Church dedicates 
‘to bear witness to the Christian 
in fulness and purity, and to 
rve and extend the unity of that 
7: 


tion 2. The specific purpose of 
merican Lutheran Church is the 
amation and propagation of the 
tian faith, and the quickening 
inctification of the members of 
SE eregstions through the use of 


oe ° 
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The three synodical presidents at the final Joint Committee meeting, 
Columbus, Ohio, Jan. 8-10. From left to right, Dr. William Larsen 
(UELC), Dr. Henry F. Schuh (ALC), Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz (ELC). 


After meeting 14 times in the last seven months the Editing Committee 
of the Joint Union Committee put its final touches on the union 
documents after the JUC meeting Jan. 8-10. Left to right: Dr. O. G. 
Malmin (ELC), secretary; Rev. Lawrence Siersbeck (UELC), and Dr. 
Bernhard J. Holm (ALC) chairman. 


Budget Committee members Raymond Olson (ELC), H. C. Jersild 
(UELC), and R. H. Schmidt (ALC) are shown discussing the Washing- 
ton location as one of the six regional offices for TALC as approved 


at the last meeting of the JUC. 


= the Means of Grace. Therefore it 


fe shall 

. (1) Establish congregations and mis- 

* sions on this continent and 

throughout the world as centers 
for the administration of Word 
~~ and-s«Sacrament, for Christian 
evangelism, and for Christian 
fellowship and growth. 

(2) ‘Train, certify, and discipline an 

% ordained ministry for the ad- 
ministration of the Means of 
Grace. 

(3) Assist the congregations in the 
nurture of the children and 
youth in the covenant of their 
Baptism that they may grow in 
Christian faith and life. 


(4) Develop and maintain theologi- 
cals seminaries, colleges, and 
Ret = other educational institutions. 


; (5) Study the problems of contem- 
--~—s porary life and society in the 
slight of the Word of God, in 
order to to make its contribu- 
tion toward solving these prob- 
iy lems. 
(6) Develop programs and support 
social service agencies for the 
__-:promotion of human welfare. 
(7) Publish and distribute Christian 
--—s literature, music, art, and re- 
lated materials. 


- (8) Establish pensions and in other 
ways provide assistance for 
clergy and eligible laity and for 
their widows. 


(9) Establish and maintain proper 
relationships with other Church- 
es and councils of Churches. 


Article IV CONFESSION 


; - Section 1. The American Lutheran 
Church accepts all the canonical books 
of the Old and New Testaments as a 
whole and in all their parts as the 
divinely inspired, revealed, and in- 
errant Word of God, and submits to 
this as the only infallible authority 
: in all matters of faith and life. 


_ Section 2. As brief and true state- 
ments of the doctrines of the Word 
of God, the Church accepts and con- 
_fesses the following Symbols, sub- 
_ scription to which shall be required 
of all its members, both congrega- 
_ tions and individuals: 


% re) The ancient ecumenical Creeds: 
the Apostolic, the Nicene, and 
Soa the Athanasian; 


- (2) The Unaltered Augsburg Con- 
_____ fession and Luther’s Small Cate- 
: ” chism. 

_ Section 3. As further elaboration of 
‘and in accord with these Lutheran 
Symbols, the Church also receives the 
_ other documents in the Book of Con- 
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"Joe, A Man’s Man of God” 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran ' 

Sir: : 
It is good to have Joe in my congregation. There are two good 

reasons for this. (A) He is a man of God. (B) He is a mans man. 


This Joe, besides being our best Sunday school teacher, also serves 
on the church council. When he expresses an opinion, his premise ig 
invariably Christian. I do not recall ever hearing him speak with a 
petty, selfish motive. Moreover, when he speaks, his thoughts and } 
words are such that even a clergyman could envy him his familiar, 
yet profoundly respectful, treatment of the most basic Christian reasons 
for plain ordinary church work. : 


Manly men listen to Joe. He speaks their language. Admittedly, 
the other fellows have a rough time arguing with him because he 
has a way of humbly and unconsciously insisting that Christian premis- 
es be back of their thinking. Pros or cons which do not have Christian — 
premises he quickly demolishes—and usually makes their proponents 
like it. Joe, you see, is no Holy Roller or Jehovah’s witness who | 
adores the letter of the law more than God. Joe possesses the grace © 
of being a sound evangelical Christian. 4, 


. @ 


Joe is a laborer who works outside with his hands. He has no 
college education, but his intellect is sharp and it is always ready for 
service in the Kingdom. He comes closer than any other man I have 
known, to fulfilling St. Paul’s admonition to Timothy about being — 
‘instant in season and out of season.” * 


The fact that Joe was in the Seabees, likes to hunt, likes baseball, | 
and has a ruddy complexion is not what makes him a man’s man of | 
God. No, it is not his physical qualities or skills that have made him — 


such a man. His strength lies in another God-given talent.— Joe is 
brave! He has guts! He stands for his Christian convictions. . 


And here is the miracle: Joe became brave when he became a 
Christian. It seems that his talent for real honest-to-goodness courage © 
lay dormant until Christ opened the door to Joe’s soul and walked 
in. Once in, Christ gave him a truly manly heart. The Lord made 
him a man. And Joe has that profoundly valuable quality of making 


other Christian men want to do brave things. 
him, and turns them over to Christ. He’s manly. He’s a man’s man — 


of God. 


Here’s to the Joes in our churches! 


cord of 1580: the Apology, Luther’s 
Large Catechism, the Smalcald Arti- 
cles, and the Formula of Concord; and 
recognizes them as normative for its 
theology. 


Section 4. The American Lutheran 
Church accepts without reservation 
the symbolical books of the evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church, not insofar as 
but because they are the presentation 
and explanation of the pure doctrine 
of the Word of God and a summary 
of the faith of the evangelical Lu- 
theran Church. 


BOOK REVIEWS 
Christ be with me 


By Walter Russell Bowie, Abingdon 
Press, 137 pages, $1.75. 


This is a book of 31 daily medita- 
tions and personal prayers. Each 
meditation has a very clear message. 
It is inspirational and helpful. It is 
different from the daily meditations 


He draws men to 


Yours, 
Scrip Sundry 


that cover 365 days of the year. Su 
meditations are necessarily short. T 
present meditations are 3-4 small 
in length, about one page in Th 
gar Lutheran. They can be re 
and over again. And no doubt 
user will find thern more dear 

time he reads them. —J. M. J. 


Resources for Sermon Preparation - 


By David A. MacLennan, We 
ster Press, 239 pages, $3.75. % 


I have read and reviewed twe : 


vious books by this author, “E: 
with the Gospel,” and 
Preaching.” They are very 
MacLennan has a way of st 
truth that it stimulates you. 
ent volume will be read with 


ulating suggestions covering th 
church year. His suggesti 
Christ centered, and they are 
_and to the point, that the 
‘to stimulate the man w 
_ fresh approach to 


_ CHURCH FEDERATION COPES WITH 
GROWING DIVORCE RATE 


ith more than one out of three marriages since 1949 
1e Indianapolis area ending in divorce, the Church 
eration of Greater Indianapolis is trying to discover 
t to do about it. 

Ine answer, studied at a family life clinic sponsored 
a the federation, was to provide sufficient facilities 
pre-marital and marital counseling. 

igures were gathered in Marion County, in which 
ianapolis is situated, by a 100-member study com- 
ee during a year of scrutinizing population statistics 
| investigation of social conditions in the city and its 
William A. Baker, director of the Family Service 
ociation of Indianapolis, said the study showed 
lth, welfare and recreational agencies need to make 
reased use of the community resources of churches 
elping provide solutions for family problems. 


At the same time, he told the representatives of 86 
irches, the churches should turn more often to com- 
rity agencies for assistance in aiding their families. 
deplored the “lack of cooperation” between the 
groups. i 


ther conditions revealed by the study of 1,058 di- 
ce cases heard in one room of Marion County Superi- 
Court between September, 1953, and June, 1956, were 
orted iby Mr. Baker as: 


4 e majority —54 per cent — of the divorces in- 
ed minor children, and in 89.3 per cent of these 
as, the mother was awarded custody regardless of 
parent was “the guilty party.” 


n only 4.1 per cent of the cases was divorce con- 
ted, and the age of the wife at the time of the mar- 
ge seemed to have no bearing on the chances of the 
elage to survive. 


4 


YE eight legal grounds for divorce in Indiana, one was 


ed in 94.7 per cent of the cases. This was “cruel 


inhuman treatment.” 


lems e families related to participating churches 
A ‘studied in another survey. One-fifth of the fami- 
listed “interference” of television as the chief par- 
nild problem. 


nother fifth listed “little time together with family” 
1 problem, but only six per cent said that “tension 
_by pee ine in the home” was a problem. 
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THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college. - 


Langenfeld (right) and Simon Korshoj, Blair 
campaign chairman. 
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With the campus divisions of the Dana Development drive 


putting the final touches on their campaign, the city of 
Blair is readying for its effort. 


Mr. Byron Langenfeld of Racine, Wisconsin, vice-chair- 


man of the Board of Trustees, has accepted the position as ¥ # 


National Chairman of the Dana Development Program. Mr. 
Langenfeld, who himself graduated from Dana, was in 
Blair last week to confer with leaders of the Blair cam- 
paign. The three Blair divisions will get underway in 
February. 


Some time ago, Mr. Langenfeld spoke in the Dana chanel 


His message was printed in full in the last Alumnus maga- ; 


zine. A condensation of that article follows: 


« . . ‘According to your faith be it done unto you.’ 


As 


He always does, here Jesus goes right to the heart of things. _ i 
It is not a question of health or wealth or knowledge oe 
or strength—but faith, faith in God. Faith is the hub of 


the wheel. All these other things are no more than spokes. 


“The principle of faith in God is always the same—for — 


a life, for a schocl, for a church, for a nation... 


“We are now planning a greater Dana. The big question ~ : 


is not where we will get the money, but rather whether 
we have the faith to grow. This school was founded on 


faith. Our future here is meaningless without a continu- 


ance of that faith.” 
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‘Suomi Synod, was the scene of the 1958 annual 
of the All Lutheran Youth Leaders’ Council Janu- 


who arrived early were fortunate because a bliz- 
in during the night of January 5th grounding 


n Beaune about 18 inches of snow which, added 
inches already on the ground, Deer es the 


conference began with a review of the 1957 Youth 
tion program held in connection with the L.W.F. As- 
Each of the groups ease ai had entertained 


the evaluations made by youth from many lands, 
our own U. S. and Canada. 


meeting to be held in Liselund, Denmark next 
nee for a continuation of an international | youth 


Christian Vocation” by Dr. John Oliver Nelson, Yale 
_ Divinity School. 


“Leadership Training for Youth’ by Miss Barbara R. 
Ee 


Foster, Institute for Social Research, University of 
_ Michigan. 


Bible describes God’s call in words like these: “The 


. Saying, ‘Get thee up quick- 
“Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 


~ work, home life, ete. 


called” — 
he was called.” 


A call consists of seeing a need and. realizing 
the equipment to meet that need. 


Some people try to escape from “secular” wi 
into the ministry and some to escape from the 
going into some other type of work, = 


If Christian worship and preaching were mot e | 
there would not be so many people in need of 
by the pastor during the week. Ce fhe eae ‘ae 


Vocational guidance is the response of a world 
there is no real sense of vocation. Christian 
not at home in this climate. 


we leave the impression that a person does x 
call from God to be an engineer or teacher. 


those who dwell thetaie: 


It is the _responsibility of the Church to annount 


for a commitment of ANS whole life to God i 


Our Tathey League was ented ioe Be 
Andersen and the undersigned. As usual the 
provided opportunity to exchange ideas and 
materials produced in the past year. 


REMEMBER: 


Youth Sunday— 
ay February 23, 19 958 


THEME: i 
set ; 
“Filled with the e Spire” 2 
| rie ~ 3 . Race 
ee 


3, 1958 


PROMPTED BY COMPASSION 


i ali ea Ly 


le story goes that Henry the Eighth wandering one 


PAE 


-in the streets of London in disguise, was met at 


ee aie! 


bridgefoot by some of the watch, and not giving 
od account of himself was carried off to the Poultry 
ter, and shut up for the night without fire or 
le. On his liberation, he made a grant of thirty 


yee a 


drons of coal and a quantity of bread for the solace 
ight prisoners in the Compter. Experience brings 
erly love. Those who have felt sharp afflictions, 
ble convictions, racking doubts and violent temp- 
ns, will be jealous in helping those of a similar 


ition. It were well if the great Head of the church 
id put unsympathetic Christians into the Compter 


“ 


suble for a season until they can weep with those 
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—Spurgeon 


Reese 
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YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD 
A NEW BOOK 
“Teen-ager, Christ Is For You” is the title of 
an 83-page book by Walter Riess. Paper bound, 


it sells for just $1.00. Order from LUTHERAN 
PUBLISHING HOUSE, Blair, Nebr. 


A helpful book “for all teen-agers who seem not 


quite sure about Jesus Christ.” 


Contains 16 short chapters on problems which 
trouble many young people. 


Place in your League library. 


Would make a meaningful gift. 
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COMMIT 
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By Allan R. Galbraith 


When shadows cloud the way ahead, 
And mists obscure the sea, 

aN still, small voice dispels the gloom: 
ig “Commit thy way to Me.” 


"When tears of disappointment come, 
And gloom is all we see, 
_ Like sweetest balm the answer falls: 
“Commit thy way to Me.” 


_ When nerves of tension rule the mind, 
And reason seems to flee, 

te Great Physician whispers still: 
“Commit it all to Me.” 


When friendships break, and friends 
forsake, 

_ And tears are falling free, 

?Tis then the Friend of friends en- 
_ treats: 

“Commit thy way to Me.” 


And when we reach the end of life, 
s And face eternity, . 

His promise still shall conquer strife: 
cee commit it all to Me.” 


GOD’S PLAN 


One small life in God’s great plan, 
How futile it seems as the ages roll, 
Do what it may, or strive how it can, 


_ drop in the ocean’s flow and ebb! 


stitch is lost, 

Or marred where the tangled threads 
Bs have crossed; 

And each life that fails of its true 
» intent 

Mars the perfect plan that its Maker 
‘meant. 


—Susan Coolidge 


PARTNERSHIP 
By Anna M. Priestley 


_ Who leads his flocks and herds 
_ Home to the fold 

_ Walks in the steps of that 
Shepherd of old. 


Bit 

_ Who waters growing trees 
Set by his hand, 

Lives in their lives as long 
_ As they shall stand. 


_ Who plants and tends a field 
aw Is one with God, 

~ Partner in bringing life 

st Out of the sod. 


—The Ambassador 


pe ee Oe a) 


Bie ok 


To alter the sweep of the infinite 


‘But the pattern is rent where the 
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HE FIRESIDE 


DARE TO BE COURTEOUS! 


James Thomas Fields, one-time edi- 
tor of “The Atlantic Monthly,” wrote 
a piece on courtesy in which he said, 
“Courtesy gives its owner. passport 
‘round the world,” and “transmutes 
aliens into trusting friends.” Mr. 
Fields might have told us, too, that 
courtesy works as effectively for per- 
sons who aren’t going anywhere! 


Courtesy is to a person what fra- 
grance is to a flower. It is a “plus” 
of personality—a grace that is be- 
coming to any person, no matter what 
his station in life may be. It is a 
badge of self-respect, not just respect 
for others. Only persons who are 
sure of themselves can ever be gen- 
uinely courteous to others. 


One should not confuse courtesy 
with politeness or good manners; such 
attributes vary from country to coun- 
try. Courtesy is an innate sense of 
kindness that adapts itself readily 
to varying situations. It is thought- 
fulness in action. It is never an af- 


fection. A truly courteous person is 


as courteous to some one he is not 
trying to impress as he is to one 
whose high opinion he covets. 


Some people seem embarrassed to 
be caught being courteous. They fear 
people will think they are putting 
on airs. Quite the contrary is true. If 
you are self-respecting gracious and 


kind—inside—you are only behaving 


naturally when you are courteous; 
you are masquerading when you are 
not. So dare to be as yin a person 
as you really are! 


—Whatsoever Things 


Love that is hoarded, moulds at last 
Until we know some day 

The only thing we ever have 
Is what we give away. 

And kindness that is never used 
But hidden all alone 

Will slowly harden till it is 
As hard as any stone. 

It is the things we always hold 
That we will lose some day; 

The only things we ever keep 
Are what we give away. 


—Louis Ginsberg 
SSS a 


If you fool the people to get their 
money, that’s fraud, and you can be 
jailed; but if you do it to get their 
votes, that’s shrewd politics. 


GIVE GOD TIME 


The late Dr. Jowett said that 
was once in a most pitiful perpleit c 
and consulted Dr. Berry, of Wol 
hampton. “What would you 
you were in my place?” he entr 
“I don’t know, Jowett, I am not 
and you are not there yet. Wh 
you have to act?” “On Friday. 
Jowett replied. “Then you will 
your way perfectly clear on Fri 
The Lord will not fail you,” answert 
Berry. And, sure enough, on Fri 
all was plain. 


One of the very greatest and wis 
of all Queen Victoria’s diplomats } 
left it on record that it became 
inveterate habit of his mind n 
to allow any opinion on any sub 
to crystallize until it became ne 
sary to arrive at a practical decis 


Give God time, and even when 1 th 
knife flashes in the air the ram Ww 
be seen caught in the thicket. { 


Give God time, and even v ae 
Pharoah’s host is on Israel’s heels; 
path through the waters will be su: 
denly opened. 


t 

Give God time, and when oo ) 
of the brook is dry, Elijah” will ] 

the guiding voice. 


—F. W. Borehs 


OR PAY UP 


ing it are requested to call 
out. Those knowing themsel 
debted and not wishing to 
requested to remain in one place le 
enough for us to catch them.” 


“And who’s fishing here, m 
demanded Paddy. 


“You are!” snapped - the k r 


“Ain’t that your rod_ stuck 
ground there with the line 
in the water?” 


Paddy looked init 
honor,” he said, “is it fist i 
be in the  squire’s pri 
Sure, I’m sitting here re 
that’s but a little contrap 
own for drowning the w 
keep annoying ae See 

> Se 


HAT AM I FIGHTING FOR? 
(Continued from Page 6) 


g forces of love, love of God 
f their fellow men, who have 
sr known the vague yet somber 
ows of prison, cannot understand. 
emptiness of life in the souls 
sonfined men, or their need. We 
st meet this need, and it can be 
e, for in God all things are pos- 
ile. The main force and value 
‘these men’s lives should be faith. 
i" eone has to believe in them. 
ymeone has to remove the cramp- 
inflexible, artificial and congest- 
disavowals of God, to weave 

1 their hearts the strength of 
sus Christ. 

the work of prison chaplains has 
sen going on for many years. In 
38, Charles Wesley was bringing 
d’s word to men in the English 
sons. Today, there is a great 
sed for God-fearing men to as- 
ume the work of bringing the True 
spel to men in prisons. We can 
3; believers in Christ Jesus, help 
me men find their way to God. 

_ask, “How can we help?” 


Some sects of Christendom have 
3 this need. They have organiz- 
= 


BIBLE STUDY AT HOME 
Study Individually or in Groups 
FREE 

- SALVATION MADE PLAIN 


4 course for beginners in Bible study 
(small fee for groups) 


7 NEW 
WITH THE WORD 


new course on personal evangelism 
a (enrollment fee $2) 


Fourteen other courses 
* available at nominal cost. 


-. For information write: 
The Lutheran Bible Institute 
-. 1619 Portland Avenue 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


uccessor to N. T. Lund Co. 
- Blair, Nebraska 
P. V. Hansen 
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ed evangelism teams to bring the 
Word of God to men in prison. 
Special literature has been written 
by these groups, and it is not dif- 
ficult to obtain subscriptions free 
for distribution to the men in pris- 
on. People cannot find ways to 
bring the fundamental truths to 
men by merely sitting down in their 
warm, living rooms, satisfied that 
someone else is doing the work. 
We all must do it. Not to do it is 
to be less of a Christian than our 
faith demands. 
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Do our prayers challenge us to 
“work for the night is coming, when 
men shall work no more?” 

Let us not forget Joe, and all 
the men like Joe, men who never 
really get acquainted with God’s 
great love, for all these men need 
our prayers and actions to become 
strong in spite of environmental 
influences. If we ignore our re- 
sponsibilities to these men as Chris- 
tians, is it any wonder that a man 
like Joe can ask, “Just what am 
I fighting for?” 


Fare Hasie IS on each individual 


Lutheran Mutual has a family plan that maintains the individuality 
of each member. Each child, as well as the father and mother, has his 


own policy. 


Your child will be glad that his insurance and his insurance prob- 
lems will always be considered individually. Dividends will be credited 
in his name, cash values will accrue in his name, and the Company and 
its representatives will see to it that he, as an individual, receives at all 


"WITH THE LUTHERAN MUTUAL PLAN 
Lveryone is importa nt 


times the benefits that are his as a full-fledged policyowner. 


The family unit is all-important to us, and we emphasize the im- 
portance of serving each member individually. 


Insure with an Old Line Company -- it does make a difference! 


Latheran Mutual 


LIFE 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


Home Office e Waverly, lowa 


Ee. IE 


oA 


ere. <a Wes ere 


eee 


ee 


ry 
= 


SER! APOE Meee oy PPS ee eee 


Y eae oT, 


oe cen. a, TLS PS ~ PDS ey ee 
. » Fn CME O here 


PO ee Foret 


r 


See ON ye EE EE Se 


7 i ae 


i =| ee © 


1 


14 THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN February 


Byno x i Calendar 

* dical Budget comprises: (1) Children’s Homes, (2) Sehool Fund, (3) General, Fisce 

(4) Home iiomen, (6) Indian Mission, (6) BP on Fund. Year Year . 

*efxtra-Synodical Comprises: (2) Foreign Mission (wh most needed), ea South America, jae hn 
(Ja.) Japan, (Sa.) Santal, (Su.) Sudan, (J) Jewish, (Ch.) TOTAL Svnodical® Synnaionlss i 


7 i f f 216:04)).).24ee ee P 
Budget (Synodical 1957-58, Luth. World Actiom 1958) .....0..:::cccccecessseceessetetetsteseeseeeettneseseeetensnsn aces | : llf353 
Proticusly acknowledged (January 18, 1958) Ee PAS Tae oo we P65 a }205660.13|/195211.42) 9670.89 
‘Ferndale, Calif., Our Saviour’s Luth. Church, Christmas offering : j 
ya: Nea MED Boe (ease oA Us eee Pry ocr reese be cpa tee Zen ti mes icrouat retin Getcaio. PRe eot thon. 

Sa: OE ee a ae Den a eins eee a eR on rere ita MP ee Ae De tee PS 1B O0)) - 5 eres 
Fresno, Calif., Lina R. Hansen, member of Bethel Ev. Luth. of Fresno ........... -O0}| ....cee ah Aine eee 
Fresno, Calif., Marie K. Jensen, in memory of Mrs. John Petersen, Fresno ............. : 52 ern) eee 0-00 beeen So. L 
Fresno, Calif.,. Bethel Ev. Luth) Church 0c... cciisscsccscdtaseeernsnsnensctvascowtesnzecessnerentcnspyaenensrartstevassuaveneestegeeatenal Oy Mee OUU UU) sey SN see 
Selma, Calif., Hannah S. Hansen, in memory of husband, H. P. F. Hansen, from: Rev. and Mire 8 iis sesece all too Feasts tree] eae ee 

Henry Hansen, Elk Horn, Ia., $5; Mr. and Mrs. Marion Petersen, Fresno, Calif., $3; Mrs. | ssscccccccsees|| soseesseesceee: |eseeeessecseseeseeccens | ped 

Alfred Hansen, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hansen, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mehrten, all of Fresno- | .u.....c.:cece] | eesereseseereeee|ers 

Calif., Mr. and Mrs. John Girtz, China Lake, Calif., $10; Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Larsen, Sel- — [ «......seseeesee || ceesereeeseeee [one 

ma, -Calif.;. $3 °for Home Mission ee. ic.5. cot uitineesestsecsooncnnncctvecnssssastaeseswatacpacdtsstnwastnayceas tvaste opines =Ste varcvey wt 
Chicago, Ill., Remitted by Emma J. Hansen, in memory of Gene Kvols of Laurel, Nebr., from: | ....cccscsceesee|] coeeeeeeveesenee | eeeteeeerseeenrenees 

Mogensen family, Kai Andersen, John Hansen family and Fred Hansen, all members of | ............-{] sce 

Atonement in Chicago, for Pension Fund $5, Old People’s Home, Minden, Nebr., $5 ............ 5.00 
Bieter ie O -) Lhe METS APTI) ese OE SLL gs des scales Rete dao nvcuplinealions SPeeaes Peck Nema od onan eae vhinkis dabelRaytneersnc-eneveeea cate aee es acne 20:00 |. 2A pees 
Chicago, Ill. Atonement Luth. Church, from Mrs. Anna Mikkelsen in memory of her brother, | ................ odd Rape andl Os een 

Toh Toh anrsenitr Othe bebe WAG, extn. ac iyt_c chris ose op ceas coeetan sec ca tara sa sandce tn em uadeeshovevessewsseemepeenaete cs cneaeta | £0.00}] eee 
Cedar Falls, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Hans C. Smith, in memory of Mrs. Cecilia Thorndahl of Bu-  -[ ..2.......ci |] cecscccceccsace=| svesuecetesensnnusnseaes 

sene,. Ore... so each bor Sudan sand. Sos-America © MISSIONG jiberss......5isvecebseusoaueces satanabnss ca teeatenavenntenren 6.004 |). cccceareteaee 2 
Elk Horn, Ia., Elk Horn Luth. Church, in memory of Sena Mortensen, from relatives and | ........ccccseee| | pcceeeecceeeeeee | ccenneeeseanes 

friends, for Foreign Missions $30.50; in memory of Eugene Andersen, from Mr. and Mrs. |} ...........0..{| 25 

are wan densen eL0rs 60. America, Mission <9). ip aits.cduecsdeneatencercies uuwsacmss aiegsNetbevassptvecubgesevpheeuees 4005 Ol] ctpceeacecceaee 
Emmetsburg, Ia., Mrs. Marie Christensen, from friends, in memory of Edward Christensen ...... 10:00) <a. Gee a eee 
Exira, Ia., Exira Luth. Brotherhood, in memory of Lars Peter Nelson, for Sudan Seminary oN tee PE Spee ee 

Bee IPO SETS IDEE Oy LE TATNUDD San Ost acs chagits ce sk cacy aduas «Tictsoeh o4 iota iN Tae Toes cases Sicsons Gases <ekorGToveneTnaes vids Oe tee TERE, SEs een 5.00 
Jacksonville, Ia., Bethlehem Luth. Church Nee 100.00}... 

Pare e aetee Nomar Ath Lilith 4 COMURCH oe occteayn Actelek asset snes tear eae ont cusaseensa ra 100.00 
Ringsted, Ia., Women’s United Mission Circle, for Japan Mission $6.50; for Japan Mission, in = | ..........cc.c..]] cceeeeceeeeeeeee Joes 

memory of Alvin Glasnapp- $1; in imemory of Js Pe Neve, Slo sices-..icc.vetsaants odprgettcwnss sats aalaat-oabynneer REPO) , See eee 5 
Uva et FICHE 0 Ut hs (COW UE CN pies dolisc oc nvcee tu cesownecotain cbvasch'ues rack stacshatiegavaddae sts se aoe eee theamie eta pees 
pera. Ta., Ds Circle of Bethlehem Luth. Church, for Chapel in Japan (this was their 1957 | w.....f) ee. 

roject Wee gid. Tos Se Poe Boia Biogg Meant oalvacte creck veaPepeeehns lacus vies stan Sustesbe ep Mg mateeURDacaat aie girs om dk mame naan aunes Samra ce : ies ot 
Elk Horn, Ia., Elk Horn Luth. Church 8. S., for Santal Mission, from Christmas offering and er ef 

birthday bank $215; Japan Mission $87; Sudan Mission $87; So. America Mission $87 ........ {O00} <a 
Clifton, Ill., Zion Luth. Ladies Aid, birthday money for Pension Fund .......................::c:ceeceeeee = 
Westbrook, Me., Trinity Luth. S. S., from Christmas program for Children’s Homes 
“eee ee Minn., Trinity Luth. Church from S. S. program $31.55, Christmas day col- waite” [eee eee 

ection ? Fee est es SERED Pee ae Caen hy ee rend er tine od nae, CE Oy 


Northfield, Minn., St. Peter’s Luth. Church, represents Hans Jensen Memorial, $10 each for 
Oaks Children’s Home, Pension Fund, School Fund, Home Mission, 
Santal and Sudan Missions and LWA ...... Foes 


Ue ge) ma ores SUF Ud see O09 | els) Se eee ee ee eR eee enemnee See Me oo ewe Ee ld eS SR OTN 

Owatonna, Minn., Our Saviour’s Luth. Church, rE. Fund: $200;) Pension. Mund; donated -. 0A] shee) eee 
by Mr. and Mrs. Peter Brosen $20, Mrs. Armin Hellpap $10, Mrs. Fred Rasmussen $5 ..... 

Blair, Nebr., First Luth. Church for: Home Missions $39.06; Sudan Mission $23.57, Bible |................ 
isan Hund, Japan-aMbission $849.64 252. Seth reek ape ee eg ee 

Plainview, Nebr., Mrs. J. Will. Jensen $100, Kenneth Jensen $100 20.0... ceccececusseteccencesceseeees ees 


Beresford, 8. D., Nazareth Luth. Church, in memory of Frands Jensen, from: South Circle $2, 
Evan Rasmussen $1 


meuna, wCalif,,. Pella. Ey, uth. Church '2ai.cs: 01:0 
Selma, Calif., Pella Ev. Luth. Church, from Mr, and 


ese k seve eeeeeaneesennee 


Viborg, S. Dak., Spring Valley Luth. Church, for Scho bated 
AML AOMLHAG:S G50 O20 ory tag rede wees Pas es seats nci nds bee nGMENE ot eae ena Pe ane ‘ PN ec Worar 
oe sh ace a ag St. Peter's Luth. Church of Shenninsten Ui foe ee naan 
PB aue Wis, Our Baviors Lut, Church Sante r pooner eterna sestninases onsen cathe 
Bean ere rome Micon r Ladies te a memory of Mrs. Henry Mor- 


x E00 
OTALS 214867.53 


Received with thanks. Blair, Nebraska, January 25, 1958, 


IRAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 
_ HEADQUARTERS 


Repiecn = St. cee Mo. for a 
0,0 0 posses puss of the 


is expected to be completed in a 
; It will contain business of- 


hen a religious awakening is 
whether in the life of an indi- 
41 or a community, there should 
yme tangible evidence of a trans- 
ed life,” he said at the 19th an- 
Michigan Pastors’ Conference. 


Christian church, with a major- 
the U. S. population in its mem- 
, “has not been distinguished 
attack upon the great social 
which involve the welfare of 
ity,” Bishop Reed said. 


have seen little evidence,’ he 

n, “of repentance and of a 
e of acting and thinking in this 
t so-called religious awaken- 


hop Reed said he saw “no evi- 


rch ... I do not know of any 
01 nation that is willing to give 
thing for the sake of union.” 


RGYMEN DEPLORE LAVISH 
FLOWERS AT FUNERALS 


th display of flowers at funerals 
opposed at Greensboro, N. C. by 
nsboro panel of two Protestant 
isters, a rabbi anda Roman Catho- 


ide 


priest. 


members disagreed, however, 
discussion at an educational clin- 

North Carolina funeral direct- 
n the efficacy of holding funeral 
in funeral chapels. 


of a great rush toward a unit-— 


e na ae of Deed of ee 


Catholic church and Rabbi F. O. Ry- 
pins of Temple Emanuel deplored a 
tendency for friends of a bereaved 
family to “send flowers and absent 
themselves from the service.” 


Dr. Charles P. Bowles, of West 
Market St. Methodist church, said 
many persons who cannot afford it 
buy a large amount of flowers for 
funerals because they think it is ex- 
pected of them. 


Funeral chapels have relieved the 
churches of many responsibilities in 
connection with funerals, Dr. Joseph 
M. Garrison, of the Covenant Presby- 
terian church, said. 


However, Dr. Bowles contended 
that, generally, funeral services should 
be held in the churches. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


BOOKS ON LENT 
At the Foot of the Cross 


By an Imprisoned Pastor Behind 
the Iron Curtain, Augusburg Publ. 
House, 210 pages, $3.00. 


This is an unusual book. The pastor, 
whose name cannot be revealed, is 
behind the iron curtain. He writes a 
book on the passion of Christ, and it 
is a very personal book. The writer 
talks to the Lord. Often he begins 
by saying “My Lord!” Thus his mes- 
sage becomes very effective. He is 
talking to men as he talks to the Lord. 
During Lent we should try to pene- 
trate into the Holy of Holies. The 
writer of this book tries to do this. 
The Lord is with this man as he talks 
from experience. Therefore it is a 
book that is very convincing. — 
J. M. J. 


Gold from Golgotha 


By Russell Bradley Jones, Baker 
Book House, 96 pages, $1.75. 


Gold from Golgotha contains seven 
sermons on the seven words from the 
cross. 


Judas, the Betrayer 


By Albert Niocole, 
House, 81 pages, $1.50. 


The fly-leaf of this book says it is 
a psychological study of Judas Iscari- 
ot. It is translated from French. The 
book will help the read to understand 


Judas. 


Baker Book 


The Gamblers at Golgotha 


By G. Hall Todd, Baker Book House, ; 
151 pages, $2.75. 


Here we have fifteen messages buil 
on the passion story from Palm Sun: 
day till after Easter. The author i: 
a keen thinker and a good observer 
therefore his book is so. very stimu- 
lating. The last two sermons are 
named, “Chosen instead of Judas,” an 
“The Man who was not Elected.’ 
These sermons are based on the eve 
after the death of Judas when th 
apostles presented Matthias and Ju 
us to take his place. Then they ca 
lots and elected Matthias. It is t 
first time I have read sermons 
these two men. They are thought pr 
voking. —J. M. J. 


ANDREW 


There is no record that André 
ever gave $500,000 (or the equival 
to endow a college. He had no 
money. He lived by the toil of 
mind and body, fishing in Galile 

There is no record that he 
preached a great sermon. We do n 
know that he ever preached any se 
mon, Se 

In fact, he has been called “A 
drew the Ordinary.” 

But I like better another title 
has acquired — “Andrew the In’ 
ducer.” This, because, he was fo 
two or three times introduce so’ 
one to Jesus. = 

It is most certain that there 
many like Andrew still in the w 
—not able to give large money— 
able to preach great sermons—or 
sermons. 

But are there still some who, lil 
him, are found introducing Jesus? 

Lord, teach us how to do it, and to 
do it. 


So many fine things to do: 
Laces and ivory and gold 
And silks need not be new. <3 
And there’s healing in old trees, 
Old streets a glamor hold; is 
Why may not I, as well as these 
Grow lovely, growing old?” ‘ 


Go to dark Gethsemane, 
Ye that feel the tempter’s power 
Your Redeemer’s conflict see; Ber 
Watch with Him one bitter’ hour 
Turn not from His griefs away; 
Learn from Him to watch and prays) r. 


—Selected © 


CAPITOL UNTVERaT 
COLUMBUS 9 oHTQ 


__ WERE YOU THERE? by Erich H. Heintzen— PASSION PERSPECTIVES by G. Erik Hogg — tecettri 
ae this series of nine sermons—seven for Lent, -{ntricately intermingled are the conflicting vi- “In the midst of life is = est Ree 

1 one for Maundy Thursday and one for Easter sions from Calvary which flash through these 10 to ci about and prepare " ee a 
P Sunday—hearers and readers become involved contemporary sermons for Lent. Emphasizing death. The author presents ris =e 4 
n the divine drama as participants, not as mere anew that the cross of Christ must ever be as a model for our own dea n eac 
oo ‘Many pointed questions are directed grounded in the reality of human experience, Seven Last Words | he dation tru’ 
to the complacent Christian, with each sermon these messages display significant meaning for can be applied to one’s own t ing = 
holding up the Cross as a challenge to greater today in the incongruity of Roads, Rites, Reeds, aration for death. The suggestions ie 
eights in daily Christian living. Included with Robes, Realms and Revolts found in the Passion the practical and spiritual aspects of 2 
4 the book to give emphasis to the separate sermon for death. (A-5) » Pang 


_ themes is a set of full-color prints, 5x6% inches, f ; 1 Robbe , a 
a explanatory Scripture, (C-22)--Paper, $1.50 the discordance of Calvary’s Rulers, Robbers, SO YOU’RE ONLY HUMAN by 


Individual Sets of Lenten Pictures. In white en- Realists and Revolutionists—figures not unrelated Gyldenvand—A devotional book that i: sie 
: Esielore, $ .35 per set. to our own day. (A-6) $1.75 In 34 brief meditations, the author deve 


Gal 


Story. Here, too, are striking lessons drawn from 


theme “that while we are all human — 

Orie DEATH OF CHRIST by John Knox—A » ject to human limitations, there is’ no I 

: study of the Cross in New Testament history ou yeni praiaerss : ri 
m2 and faith, this book examines the actual _his- : ; p eae oy 
forical event of the Crucifixion, then seeks to 73 7 
fine Christ's own understanding of the mean- wR EE. ' A unique feature of the book is the 


Here the author has included additio: 
worship for use with each meditatio 
Scripture readings, prayers, “suitable hyn 
feature of the book will be specially 
eur. devotions. (A-5) es 8 


ig of His death The author also considers 
what the Cross meant to the early church and 
% > what it means to us today. (A-1) $2.75 


_ SERMONS ON THE PASSION OF CHRIST, 
Ay Martin Luther—A rich blessing to clergy and 
& laity alike are these 13 famous Lenten sermons 
iy by the great reformer. Underscoring once more 
"the central significance Luther attached to the 
_ Atonement, these sermons for Holy Week pro- 
ide an original source for Luther’s beliefs on 
many doctrines. (A-6) $2.50 


pen Pastor Behind fa Iron 

Eighteen meditations based on € 
the Passion Story The author oa di 
his Lord, in the intimate style of 
dress. He speaks of the Passior 


_ CONSIDER HIM by Oliver Wyon—These three 
meditations on Christ’s Passion have as_ their 
specific subjects the supreme moments of his 
e—the Upper Room, the Garden of Gethsem- 
ane, and the Cross. Written especially for Lenten 
‘use, the meditations are prefaced by a brief in- 
oduction on meditation in general during Lent, “ 
nd conclude with two suggested “acts of Wor- ~ . 
_ ship.” The book derives its title from the in- SUFECRE Sau CHURCH- OWNED PUBLISHING ou 
junction to turn our minds to Christ in medita- . 
ion—to consider him instead of ourselves. With 
: each meditation is included an appropriate ref- 
- “a 

erence for Bible reading and some excellent and 
nusual prayers. (A-1) 

Cloth Cover. 64 pages $1.00 


by the judgment of the world 
‘ a quiet ring of joy and thank: 
tion of Christ’s Easter Ag) 
ing of a rare quality (Age 


